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Edwina Caito takes opioid pain medicine to help soothe her fibromyalgia. JENNA WATSON/INDYSTAR 


Pain patients become 
victims of opioid crisis 


Many who legally take prescribed drugs stigmatized amid fight over substance use 


Shari Rudavsky 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Every time Edwina Caito heads to 
the emergency room, she braces her- 
self. 

She knows that the doctors will 
ask her, as they do everyone else, 
about her pain level. Then, they’ll 
check her chart and note that she 
takes a powerful opioid pain medi- 
cine daily to soothe her fibromyalgia. 

Suddenly, extra strength Tylenol 
is all they will offer her. 

‘Tm looked at as an addict,” said 
Caito, 52, who said she has never 
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abused the legal opioids she takes on 
a regular basis. “I feel this stigma ev- 
ery single day: You’re a chronic pain 
patient, you must be an addict.” 
The backlash against the exces- 
sive prescription of these drugs has 
stigmatized many who legally take 
prescribed medications linked to the 
nation’s largest-ever drug crisis. 
These patients live in fear that the 
efforts to curtail the use of these 
drugs will increase with time, even- 
tually making them impossible to 
access. And some wonder if in the 
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“Legitimate patients with 
chronic pain are being for- 
gotten. The disease of ad- 
diction is taking over the 
disease of pain and every- 
body is forgetting about 
the pain patient.” 

Paul Gileno 


president and founder of the 
U.S. Pain Foundation 
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New law 
could 
cost jobs, 
savings 


Utilities, solar providers 
argue over incentive 


Sarah Bowman and Emily Hopkins 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Chris Rohaly is no stranger to the 
sun. His hands have the faint resem- 
blance of worn leather. And there are 
the lines converging at the crease of his 
eyes. 

You could call the 56-year-old Koko- 
mo resident a farmer. He harvests the 
sun. 

Specifically, he is the owner of a solar 
energy company. But it’s not his work 
installing solar panels that has him up 
before sunrise. It’s the threat of no long- 
er having work that keeps this small 
business owner from a restful sleep. 

“A solid night’s sleep has gotten a lot 
harder to come by in the last few 
months,” Rohaly said. “Are we going to 
be able to satisfy and keep the promises 
to all these people we’ve committed to 
by the end of the year? Am I going to be 
able to grow the jobs for my crew and my 
business into something more mean- 
ingful and permanent?” 

The source of Rohaly’s concern — 
and that of many other small business 
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Fall back 


Daylight saving 
time ended at 
2 a.m. today. 
Remember to 
set your clocks 
back one hour. 


Martinsville tries to remake racist image 


Leaders reach out to family of woman killed in 1968 


Will Higgins 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


MARTINSVILLE - Forty-nine years 
after somebody drove a screwdriver 
into Carol Jenkins-Davis’ heart and left 
the young African-American woman to 
die on Morgan Street, the leaders of this 
much-maligned Indiana town for the 


first time reached out to the victim’s 
family. 

They hope to bring comfort to the Da- 
vises and also to begin changing peo- 
ples’ long-held — and widely held 
—perception that Martinsville is a rac- 
ist place. 

On Thursday, some 150 townsfolk 
crowded into City Hall and joined hands 
and prayed with members of the Davis 


family, who came from Rushville. Mar- 
tinsville mayor Shannon Kohl dedicat- 
eda “memorial stone” in Jenkins-Davis’ 
honor at the entrance to the municipal 
building. 

“Carol’s life had enormous value and 
promise,” the stone says. It does not go 
on to describe her brutal murder — it’s 
not supposed to be a historical marker 
— but most people who see it already 
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Carol Jenkins-Davis’ death affected 
Martinsville. MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/INDYSTAR 


President Donald Trump on his way to 
begin 12-day trip to five Asian countries. 
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